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II.— Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a).— Pole. 


The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 23rd May says that, in consequence of Bourpwax Sanstvanr, 


. -o3 in the the prevalence of scarcity within the jurisdiction of 
sent arden,” the Kanksa thana, in the district of Burdwan, high- 
way robbery has become very rife there. Robbers hiding themselves in the 
jungle which skirts the road leading to Gopalpur from the Rajbandh station 
frequently attack travellers even in the daytime. Between 11 A.M. and 
12 noon, on the 17th May last, one Krishna Chandra Pal, while returning home 
by that road, was set upon by two men armed with Jathis. He had one man 
with him, and the cries of the two men brought many people to the spot, and the 
robbers fled. In the month of Chaitra last, a woman was robbed of her 
ornaments on the same road. One Goshthabihari Datta, of Rajbandh, was also 
attacked by robbers at that place. A police-station ought to be established for 
some time near the jungle. 

2. The Pratikar of the 26th May says that a Sub-Inspector of the 

The Sub-Inspector of the Berhampore Police, Sadar thana, while under the 
Berhampore Police. influence of liquor, committed a public nuisance on 
the occasion of a theatrical performance, and requests the District Superinten- 
dent of Police to inquire into the matter. Maulvi Fazl Huq, the Deputy 
Magistrate, was himself a witness of the occurrence. As the working of the 
Police Act is in the hands of these men, serious notice should be taken of 
their conduct. 

3. The Sanyivani of the 27th May recommends the adoption in this 

The American and the Indian country of the practice obtaining in the American 
Police. Police of communicating information by means of 
the telephone, which is the reason that fires and breaches of the public peace are 
dealt with in that country almost as soon as they occur. The writer urges the 
Government to adopt this practice in Calcutta. 

4. The same paper complains that the public squares in the native 
quarter of the town and certain parts of the 
Harrison Road, the Nimtala Ghat Street, the 
Mechua Bazar Street, near its junction with the Chitpur Road, Ratan Sarkar’s 
Garden Street, Brajadulal’s Street in Pathuriaghata, and parts of the Circular 


Road are infested at night by bad characters who forcibly take money from 
passers by without the slighest check from the police. 


d. The same paper says that a registered letter containing currency 
Zanana entry by the police. 20tes having been missing in the Samastipur Post 
Office in the Darbhanga district, the police suspect- 

ed the Postmaster, and accordingly entered into his zanana for the purpose of 


making a search, but without giving previous notice. Has the police power 


to make such a search or such an entry into a zanana on mere suspicion ? 


6, The Bangavdsi of the 27th May says that the Chaukidari Act was 
passed with much ado, and Government made 
what appeared to it satisfactory arrangements in 
_ the measure in regard to the panchayat system in 
order to pee Oppression upon the people. But oppression of the people 
nevertheless remains unabated. The writer recently visited some of the mufas- 
sal places in the Sadar sub-division of the Nadia district, and found the 
panchayat in those places all in all, oppressing the people in various ways. 
rhe people do not understand the law, nor will they be a to act in accordance 
with it even if it is explained to them. If an enquiry is made by Government, 
the writer will gladly let the authorities know the names of the villages and the 
panchayats and all about the panchayats’ misdeeds. 
7. According to the same paper theft has become rife in Sibchar in the 
Thefts in the Faridpur district, adaripur sub-division of the Faridpur district. 


Only a few days ago thefts were committed in th 
houses of Babus Ram Chandra Das and a a Chandra hed or 


Bad characters in Calcutta. 


Oppression under the new 
Chaukidari Act. 


8. Referring to the re organisation of the superior police staff of Assam pyamiz-o-Samacuar 


1), orRAniation of the superior @Nd Bengal, the Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of 
oe _ the 28th May says that in the resolution which has 
cn recorded on this subject, the expenditure for Assam and the expenditure for 
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Bengal should have been shown under distinct heads, so that people might have 
seen clearly that each province bore her own burden. The writer fails to see 
why the accounts of the two provinces have been mixed up. 

It is clear that the authorities are anxious to get rid of the only two old 
and experienced native officers, namely, Gopalhari Mallik and Yadab Chandra 
Dev, in the superior police staff. Their exclusion will completely free the 
superior police force of Bengal of its native element. Ii Government had really 
no dislike for native officers in the superior police staff, it might have appointed 
a few natives, if not to the office of District Superintendent, at least to that of 
Assistant Superintendent. But so long as natives are excluded from the superior 
police staff, it will be impossible to improve and reform the police. Was 
there ever a worthier or better District Superintendent of Police than the late 
Jagadis Nath Rai? And how many European District Superintendents could vie 
in ability with Babu Mahendra Nath Hazra? And how many [European District 
Superintendents have done their duties better than Dev and Mallhik? 

The Police Department will not work ee Ga until native officers are 
appointed to superintend the work of the lower police staff, which consists 
entirely of natives. Indeed, it is idle to hope that the Indian police will work 
satisfactorily so long as the chief power in the department remains exclusively 
in the hands of foreigners ignorant of the language, the customs and ,the country 
of the thieves and dacoits with whom they have to deal. European police 
officers cannot, in fact, be expected to work well fora single day without the 
help of native assistants; but these native assistants, though so qualified, will 
not be permitted to exercise any authority. Every one knows that the superior 
police staff is recruited wholly from among Europeans who fail to enter any 
other department of the public service, and who are therefore the worst men 
that could be selected for that service, and without doubt much less fitted for 
the work which they are appointed to do than educated natives would be. 

It is probable that Government wants to keep the Police Department like 
the Military Department under complete European control. But who shall say 
that, like the military in 1857, the police will not, in 1957, grow refractory and 
try to wrest the Indian Empire from the hands of the English? The authorities 
think therefore that they cannot be too careful about the organisation of the 
superior police staff. 

9. The Dacca Gazette of the 29th May considers it unjust that the Mani- 

The special police on the Assam puris should be made to bear the cost of the special 
frontier. police, which it has been decided to entertain on 
the Assam frontier, the more so as Government has no clear proof that the 
mischief lately committed on the frontier was the work of the Manipuris 
alone. Besides, it will not be good policy to subject a newly-conquered people 
to heavy taxation, as in that case they may desert their homes. ‘The cost 
ought to be borne by Government and the tea-planters jointly. 

10. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 80th May attributes the 
frequency of dacoities in Bengal to the operation of 
the Arms Act, which keeps the people defenceless 
avunst dacoits, and says that, in a recent dacoity near Alipore in the 24-Parga- 
has, the whole village turned out to attack the heave ; but being without suit- 
able weapons and the dacoits possessing firearms, had to take to their heels. It 
is true people are allowed to keep arms on the authority of licenses, but thei 
number is not many who can afford the expense and undergo the trouble of 
taking out these licenses. The people of Bengal, quiet and inoffensive as they 
are, ought to be exempted from the operation of the Act. It will not be for the 


ood of either Sovereign or subject if the latter are always kept weak and 
timid, 


The cause of frequent daCoities 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


The case of the railway guard ll. The Hitavadi of the 25th May has the 
Price. following on the Price case :— ; 

It is clear from the verdict of “not cuilty”’ returned by the jurors in this 
case that they disbelieved the evidence for the prosecution. But if the Judge 
and the jurors had been natives of this country, such a failure of justice could 
not have taken place. In India women are naturally so bashful that they will 
not at tunes let even their husbands know of any diseases they may be suffering 
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from. And it is for the public to consider how far it is possible for one of such 
women to falsely accuse a person of a crime which will cast a lasting stain on 
her character and deprive her of her caste and rank. From the refusal of 
the witness Jaykumari to remove her veil or to tell her husband’s name, the 
Judge might have got some idea of the bashfulness of Hindu women. And if 
the jurors had properly considered all these things, the result of the case might 
have been very different. | 

12. The Samay of the 26th May makes the following remarks on the case 
of Babu Prabhat Chandra Nag of Tipperah :— 

The same Deputy Magistrate, Kshetra Babu, who 
acquitted Babu Prabhat Chandra at the first trial, 
has held him guilty on re-trial? Ought a man to banish his conscience, or te 
oppress his countrymen in the way Kshetra Babu has done, simply because he 
has got to please his official superior? There are many officers like Kshetra 
Babu in the Subordinate Executive Service, and the writer need not tell his 
readers what sort of creatures they are or how they deserve to-be dealt with by 
their countrymen. The people are now daily losing their respect for the 
administration of criminal justice, while the heavy punishments which are now 
unjustly inflicted in a good many cases are only tending to increase the number 
of false cases. The impression is abroad that the Lieutenant-Governor is secretly 
in favour of convictions. It is desirable that before leaving this country His 
Honour should take steps to remove this impression from the public mind. 

13. The same paper has the following on the Patna Commissariat cow 
case :— 

It has transpired in the course of the trial of 
this case that under an order of the Magistrate the 
police attached the properties of those offenders who did not surrender themselves. 
Now, under a High Court ruling, the Magistrate has no authority to order the 
attachment of property which does not belong to the absconding party. This 
being the case, the question arises, how did the Magistrate in this case satisfy 
himself that the property attached by his order belonged to the absconder and 
to none else? And if he did not satisfy himself on this point, has he not gone 
against the ruling of the High Court? Again, why was so much fuss made 
about such a petty case as the theft of a Commissariat cow? Verily the autho- 
rities set a cannon to kill a gnat! Not satisfied with punishing the men 
implicated in the case, they have ordered a special police to be quartered on the 
offending village for a year, and the villagers will have to bear its cost. This 
special police is sure to make the lives of the villagers miserable. What can be 
greater Oppression and injustice than this? It is hoped that the Lieutenant- 
Governor will enquire into this case of a gross failure of justice and take 
remedial measures. 

14. The Baganivasi of the 26th May has the following in an article headed 
“The violation of a woman and the escape of the 
sinner ”’ :— 

It has become difficult for people, on account of the oppressions which are 
committed by some demons in human form, and the manner in which some 
brutal rufians, devoid of conscience and every sense of right and wrong, are now 
conducting themselves, to live even under this English Government which is so 
like the Government of King Ram. Oppression so gross and severe will not 
last long, and such injustice cannot be committed for ever. Alexander and 
Bonaparte, Caesar and Charlemagne had each his day in this perishable world ; 
and the irresistible prowess of Rome, the spirit and endurance of Carthage, and 
the valour of Greece once attracted the gaze of a wondering world. The 
conquests of France one day made the whole civilised world uneasy. But where 
are now that spirit and courage, that valour and prowess, those conquests and 
conquerors? All, all is sunk and swallowed up in the deep dark abysm of time. 
And what do we find on this Indian soil? Where are now the unmatched 
powers of the solar and the lunar kings, the spirit and the heroism of Rajasthan, 
and the valour of Maharashtra? Where are now the unbounded power of the 
M oghal and the Pathan, the unmatched splendour of the Emperors of Delhi? 
The triumph of Kshatriya power, as shown in Yudhisthir’s great Rajsuya 
sacrifice, where hosts of vanquished princes assembled to render honour and 
allegiance, is now mere matter of legend, and the power and splendour of the 
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great Moghal, the story of whose wealth and glory once excited the wonder and 
cupidity of every monarch in Europe, 1s now nowhere save in the pages of 
history. This is why we say, power is never permanent. Englishmen! never 
forget this fact, nor ignore the power of all-conquering time. 

Just think of Tarquinius Superbus. Sextus lost his kingdom by violating 
the chaste Lucretia, and will not Government see that no infamous Englishman, 
the disgrace of his race, paves the way to a similar disaster for England b 
committing outrages upon poor Indian women? The vilest worm, repeated] 
trampled upon, turns round upon its oppressor and tries to bite him, and will 
the Indians never get excited? We warn Government in time to give ear to 
the people’s tales of sorrow. 

The following is the version of the Price case as given by the prosecu- 
tion :—On the 22nd February last, at dusk, the said George Edwin Price, who 
is a guard on the Rajputana-Malwa line, took several women into his brake-van 
at the Dhaula station, and Ruri, her mother, and her infant children were amon 
them. When, after the starting of the train, the brutal Price attempted to 
violate Ruri, the other women opposed him. Undeterred by this, the villain 
frightened the women by making a show of overturning the carriage. When the 
train stopped, the alarmed women hurried out of the brake-van and ran away; 
but before Ruri and her mother could get their children out and escape, the 
villian attacked them and did what one blushes to write, and what it is a sin 
even to utter—he violated the woman’s chastity. The screams of the mother 
and the daughter failed to stop the traim—no thunderbolt fell upon the rascal’s 
head—the unfortunate Ruri lost her purity for ever. 

The case first came on for hearing before the Sessions Judge of Ajmere, who 
transferred it to the Allahabad High Court. That Court has acquitted Price. 
We have not heard of such a failure of justice for a long time. | 

O you Englishmen that have hearts! just think calmly over the matter. 
The way in which Ruri gave evidence—the way in which she cried as she told 
her tale of infamy—can leave no doubt inany mind about the truth of her story. 
The brutal conduct of Price has also been fully proved by the evidence of Ruri’s 
mother. 'The women who escaped from the carriage also distinctly testified 
to the whole series of facts connected with the occurrence. And in spite of all 
this the offender has got off with impunity. 

It was proved by the evidence of another railway officer that before that 
occurrence took place the brutal Price was seen trying to take women into 
his brake-van. ‘There was ample evidence in the case, and yet the jury declared 
that brute innocent. 

One is unable to discover any reason for this verdict of ‘not guilty.” Some 
say that as the majority of the jurors (all but two) were Englishmen, they were 
naturally anxious to save a countryman. In their country this sin is sufficiently 
atoned for hy the payment of damages, and it is therefore impossible for them 
to realise its enormity. The blood boils in the veins of a Hindu to be hear of 
this atrocious act of oppression by Price. Both Hindus and Mussalmans will 
become mad with anger to hear this story. The accused could allege no reason, 
good or bad, why a poor woman should bring a false case of this kind against 
a Feringhi who was a stranger to her, and whom she had never before seen, 
thereby covering herself and her kindred with indelible disgrace, and courting 
the grave penalty of loss of caste and social excommunication. The Judge, too, 
did not try to understand that it was impossible that so many poor women 
should give what they knew to be false evidence against the accused, and yet 
he acquitted him. 

The brute O’Hara of Dum-Dum wantonly killed a native, and escaped. 
punishment in consequence of a loophole in the law, and this William Price of 
Allahabad, who is worse than a beast and viler then a demon (pisach), has violated 
a native woman and escaped punishment in consequence of a mistrial. Fvolish 
and iynorant Ng waa will describe these occurrences as constituting reflections 
upon British rule, and there can be no doubt that the loyalty of the people will be 
destroyed if Government does not from this time try to reassure the people 
and to ensure a proper administration of justice. 

It is a matter of wonder that the stupid people of Rajputana are still 
bearing all this patiently, instead of shedding the blood of this demonia- 
cally disposed beast and of those countrymen of his who are supporting 
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him. No one can tell what disaster will ultimately result from this if Govern- 
ment does not pay special attention to this while there is yet time to do so. 
We are living in great happiness under British rule; but if a few occurrences 
of this kind take place tae will be likely to forget in a moment this benefit 


that has been conferre 


upon them by the English and their excellent 


administration of the country. It is, we think, want of genuine loyalty not to 
remind Government of this and not to let Government know the real feelings 


of the people. 


15. The Bangavasi of the 27th May says that a number of men residing 
in Serampore having been accused of possessing 
Nationality in the infliction of prmg without licenses, some of them were tried by 


punishments. 


the Sub-divisional Officer, Mr. Thomson, himself, 


and the rest by the native Deputy Magistrate, Babu Shyamakumud Mukharji. 
Those who were tried by Mr. Thomson were sentenced to a fine of from two 
to three rupees each, while those tried by the native Deputy Magistrate were 
sentenced to a fine of not less than ten rupees each. All of them were tried 
in the same place and for the same offence, and yet this difference in their punish- 
ment! Has the nationality of a Magistrate nothing to do with the generating 


of such difference? 
16. The same paper is not at all sorry 


The case of the railway guard 
Price. 


her mother, and in branding another woman as a prostitute. 


for the decision of the Judge and 
the Jury acquitting the railway guard Price. But 
the writer has felt pained at the action of the Judge 
in casting aspersions on the character of Ruri and 
This was not cer- 


tainly action worthy of or befitting a Judge, though conduct like this might 


be excusable in an advocate. 


The writer can on no account believe that a native woman, however wicked 
she may be, can dare to bring a false charge of rape against a European. But 


it is no wonder that an English Judge should believe this possible. 


But the fact 


is that any one who has watched the case closely will not take Ruri to be a 


wicked woman. 
seeing that the accused was a European, it has surprised none. 


The result of the case will therefore pain everybody, but 


And no one 


will take exception to the result of this trial provided it does not tarnish the 


good name of British rule. 
17. The same paper has the following :-— 


It is the belief of the Deputy Magistrates, and of many other people, 


The Deputy Magistrates. 


too, that this class of officers are employed mainly 
to inflict punishment on their fellow countrymen, 


that in trying criminal cases they are required to keep this main object in 
view, and that their promotion and good name depend on the manner in which 


they discharge this particular duty. It is not very long 


that this belief 


has taken firm possession of the minds of the Deputy Magistrates ; and the 


way in which the work of the Deputy Magistrates 


as been for some years 


past reviewed by the District Magistrates, the Divisional Commissioners, and 
the Lieutenant-Governor himself, has tended to strengthen this belief. The 
result has been that the administration of criminal justice has gone from bad 


to worse, so much so, indeed, that people are actually in fear as to where this 


downward course will cease. 


The writer has, however, been always of opinion that the authorities 


never instructed the Deptt 


that the Deputy Magistrates have been deviating from the right 


Magistrates to swerve from the path of duty, and 
path only in. 


consequence of their misinterpretation of the intention of the authorities and the 
‘Government. That the writer’s view is correct is proved by the letter which the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s Private Secretary has written to the Editor of the 
Amrita Bazar Patrika from Darjeeling, under date the 17th May last. The 
writer quotes the letter, and advises all Deputy Magistrates to read it carefully 


and to try to enter into its spirit. 


18. The Sarasvata Patra of the 27th May thus writes about the Price 


The Price case. CASO --—— 


: No one should object to Mr. Price’s acquittal 
if he has been fairly tried. But there is no.doubt that the frequency of such 


cases is making railway travelling by females very unsafe, 


BaNGaVasl, 
May 27th, 1893. 


BaNGAVASI. 


BaNGAVAasl. 


Sanasvata Patra, 
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19. The Sunjivani of the 27th May says that the acquittal of the raj). 
way guard Price has been due simply to the 

The case of the Railway guard J a A and the J ury’s ignorance of the manners 
Price. and customs of the people of this country. The 


Sessions Judge, Mr. Martindale, who 1s a man of experience, took the following 
ie is case :— 

enrat” The evidence in my opinion leaves no sort of doubt that the prisoner 
attempted to rape the woman, even though here again almost the only direct 
testimony is that of Ruri and Jaili. The conduct of the accused himself and 
all the surrounding circumstances support their statements in this respect, 
I think it is clearly proved that the prisoner deliberately accepted the risk, 
separating the brakevan from the rest of the train of which he was in charge, 
with the intention of having sexual intercourse with the woman Ruri, and 
that he did attempt to have intercourse with her against her will.” 

And yet the High Court Judge saw fit to acquit the accused. Such failure 
of justice arising from a Judge’s ignorance of the customs and habits of the 
people, customs and habits which prevented the complainant from making a 


noise about her wrong, is not a thing altogether unknown in this country. 


20. The following appears in the Samaj-o-Suhitya of the 28th May :— 
Though the wretch Price committed a great 
The case of the railway guard sin, he has been acquitted, though it is the 
7 British rule under which India is living and Her 
Majesty Queen Victoria is reigning! And that virtuous woman, defiled by 
the touch of Price, must live a social outcast.O! it is a matter to cause 
intense sorrow, and not sorrow alone, but intense anger too. Why did 
not the people of India die as soon as they were born? For then their honour, 
their 2jut, their dharma would not thus have been trodden under the feet of 
Englishmen. What is this, the wretched sinner Price getting scotfree under 
the English rule in spite of overwhelming evidence of his guilt ! Say, O Mother, 
Queen of England and Empress of India, where are we to take refuge with 
our young wives, sisters and daughters ? And we ask you, Indians, is there 
no redress of the wrong which has been committed ? Or is it because India 

is under English rule that redress is impossible ? 

21. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 29th May has the follow- 


Sir Charles Elliott’s letter to the i ° ° ° 
ae a Melia As Sir Charles Elliott is being loudly accused 
both in England and India of unduly interfering 
with the judicial independence of the Magistrates and magisterial officers, and 
as the matter has been mooted in Parliament itself, His Honour has felt it 
necessary to send to the Amrita Bazar Patrika, on the eve of his departure from 
this country, a defence of himself through his Private Secretary. It is stated in 
the Private Secretary’s letter that no remarks are made by Government upon the 
trial by Magistrates of any case that is not a Sessions case; that any remark that 
is made by Government upon the proceedings of Magistrates in cases of the 
latter description are made solely with a view to prevent them from needlessly 
harassing innocent people, by sending them up for trial at the Sessions Courts; 
and that in promoting Magistrates no regard whatever is had to the number of 
convictions that they can show. 

In the first place, the Lieutenant-Governor would have done well not to 
have said anything just at this moment about his conduct in this connection, 
for the matter is now receiving the consideration of the Secretary of State, who 
has been furnished with the views of both His Honour and the High Court 
on the subject. As the public have not all the papers relating to the matter 
apse them, their doubts will not be removed by His Honour’s letter to the 

atrika. 

In the second place, the Lieutenant-Governor can speak only for himself. 
He cannot say that the Divisional Commissioners, the Magistrates and the Police 
Superintendents never incito Deputy Magistrates to convict. 

In the third place, one may ask whether a Deputy Magistrate of Backergunge 
was reprimanded by the Magistrate and the Divisional Commissioner in connec 
tion with Sessions cases alone, and whether the Deputy Magistrate sought the 
protection of the District Judge on account of his having been censured in 
counection with such cases alone. Did that District J udge, again, seek the 
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protection of the High Court against the interference of the Magistrate and the 
(Yommissioner in the trial of Sessions cases alone ? And did the Lieutenan t- 
Governor threaten to transfer the Judge for having acted in this way in connec- 
tion with Sessions cases alone? And did not Sir Charles Elliott propose to 
rosecute the Editor of the Jndian Mirror under the Official Secrets Act for 


having published this fact ? 


In the fourth place, how can Sir Charles Elliott and his subordinates give 
instructions to Deputy Magistrates as to the way in which they are to proceed 
in even Sessions cases? Sir Charles Elliott. may not know it, but everybody 
else knows that the least interference with the judicial independence of the 
Magistrates leads to the commission of injustice. ae 

We readily grant that the Lieutenant-Governor does not wish to see innocent 

eople harassed by commital to the Sessions. But where is the need of interfering 
with the action of Deputy Magistrates in even such cases when it is the police, 
and not the Deputy Magistrates, that collect evidence, and when the Deputy 
Magistrates can be censured by the Sessions Judges and the High Court if they 
commit persons to the Sessionsagainst whom there isno evidence? The Govern- 
ment may punish those Deputy Magistrates who may be frequently censured 
for such conduct, but why should it arrogate to itself a function which properly 
belongs to the Sessions Judge and the High Court? Again, if the Lieutenant- 
Governor is not really aware of the fact of Commissioners and Magistrates 
interfering with the judicial independence of the Deputy Magistrates in other 
than Sessions cases—a thing which is happening every day in every district and 
every Sub-Division, he must be called a blind man indeed. As a matter of 
fact, complaints on this head have surely reached the ears of Sir Charles Elliott ; 
and as he has not prohibited such interference, the Commissioners, Magistrates, 
and Police Superintendents have been emboldened. It is this apathy of 
Sir Charles in setting this matter right that has alarmed the Deputy Magis- 
trates and is leading to unjust convictions. 

22. <A correspondent of the Som Prakash of the 29th May complains of irre- 

gularity in the attendance of the Honorary Magis- 

a ca A i i Ranaghat Bench. They ought to 

attend at 10 a.M., but they generally come so late as 3 p.m., and commence work 

at 4p.mM. They are therefore often obliged to go on working till after night- 
fall, causing serious inconvenience to suitors and witnesses. 


SOM PRAKASH, 
May 29th, 1893. 


23. The Lainik-o Samdchdr Chandrika of the 30th May says that there ig Damx-o-Samacuar 


nothing to wonder at in the failure of justice in 
the Price case, seeing that the accused was a 
European, and was tried by a European Judge anda jury, consisting for the 
most. part of Europeans, and was defended by European Counsel, all of them 
men ignorant of the language, manners and customs of the complainant and her 
witnesses. 

24. The Sulubh Dainik of the 30th May has the following regarding the 
issue of the Price case :— 

The Judge has acquitted the accused and given 
him a certificate of good character. This is much too painful and horrible. Is 
anarchy prevailing under British rule? The poor Rajput woman has lost her 
everything, has lost that most precious foael chastity, which the blood of a 
thousand Prices will not bring back to her. 

Price is of the race of the rulers, and no crime or misdemeanour on his 
part will be punished by the law courts. Alas! the Indians seem to have been 
born to be oppressed and disgraced by infamous Europeans. Considering how 
justice is administered in this country, it is idle to hope for redress. The only 
course left open to the people, therefore, is to defend themselves as best they. 
can against such oppressions. 


The Price case. 


The Price case. 


(d)—Education. 


25. In the Sulabh Dainik of the 26th May a correspondent, Babu Kunja 

i ae a ae Bihari Basu, thus writes about the Government 
lar and Middle English Schools.  %1ded Vernacular and Middle English Schouls:— 

(1) In many of these schools the teachers do 

hot get the salaries which they are supposed to draw; but they nevertheless give 
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receipts for the sums standing against their names in the school accounts, This 
is really bad. Teachers certainly should possess better morality. _ 

2) The boys reading in these schools often commit mistakes in pronounc- 
ing English words and in reading English verses. Their teachers should pay 
more attention to this point. 

3) In the lower classes of many of these schools wrong paraphrases of 
English sentences are taught to the boys. The school authorities should there- 
fore look to the efficiency of the teaching staff. ‘Ihe Director of Public 
Instruction may do much in this direction by selecting masters and pandits 
according to the results of competitive examinations specially held for the 

urpose. 

a) The curriculum for the Vernacular and Middle English examinations 
is much too large and difficult, and is therefore quite unsuited to the examinees, 
who are mostly of tender age. This should be corrected, for instance, by 
substituting Charupath, Part II, and Padyapath, Part IJ, for Charupath, Part III, 
and Padyapath, Part III, respectively, and one book on history for two, and 
by abolishing Mensuration, Physics and Physical Geography, and Sanskrit and 
Algebra should be included in the courses for these examinations. 

26. The Sulabh Dainik of the 1st June refers to the new affiliation rules 
of the Calcutta University, and makes the following 
The 50-boy rule. remarks :—= 

The rule restricting the number of pupils in a class to 50 is no doubt a 
wholesome one, but its operation will work mischief by jeapordising the exist- 
ence of the majority of the Calcutta schools. By making it necessary for the 
school authorities to break up large classes into sections, and to engage addi- 
tional teachers for the same, the rule will increase the expenses of the schools, and 
many men who now trade in school-making will have to retire from the 
business altogether. Again, as the numerical strength of the classes diminishes 
at times, there will be no work for the additional teachers during some portion 
of the year. And if their services are dispensed with then, to be re-engaged 
when the classes become full, no good men will accept teacherships in the 
schools, and the quality of the education will deteriorate. ‘To prevent that, the 
school authorities will be obliged to retain the services of the additional teachers 
all the year round. But the increase of expenditure involved in this arrangement 
will ultimately prove the ruin of many schools, and this, at a time when Govern- 
ment is retiring from the work of education and private enterprise is taking its 
place, cannot but be injurious to the country. No hard-and-fast rule should 
therefore have been framed on the subject. 

It would have been well if the University authorities had seen their way 
to gain, in an indirect way, the end which the rule in question has in view. 


(e)}—Local Self-Government and municipal administration. 


27. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 23rd May says that Sunde and the 
Water-scarcity withinthe Jamal. Surrounding villages, within the jurisdiction of the 
pur thana, in the district of Burd- Jamalpur thana, in the district of Burdwan, are now 
agar suffering terribly from water-scarcity. The people 
of Sunde raised money among themselves with the object of taking water from 
the Eden Canal to their village. Their efforts were backed by Babu Lalit 
Mohun Singh, Zamindar, and a drain was constructed for conveying the canal 
water. But there the matter ended, and the villagers have not yet got water 
from the canal. The completion of the drain will require about two or three 
hundred rupees, and the Magistrate of Burdwan is asked to yet the District 
Board to make the expenditure for the benefit of the villagers. As the Board 
is now excavating tanks at its expense for the supply of pure drinking-water, it 
will not be improper for it to incur the proposed expenditure which will be very 
trifling. The Magistrate will get all necessary information in this matter from 
Rai Bama Charan Pramanik, and the work of completing the drain should be 
entrusted to him. It is hoped that the Magistrate will favourably consider the 
writer’s proposal. 

28. ‘The Banganivasi of the 26th May wonders how the Municipal 
Commissioners of Calcutta have appointed aD 
unknown European as their Secretary. Consider- 
ing that posts carrying big salarjes seldom fall to 


The Secretaryship of the Cal-: 
cutta Municipality. 
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the lot of the natives, the Commissioners should have proved their patriotism 
by giving the post to a countryman of theirs. And failing that, the post should 
have gone to the only European applicant who was best qualified by age and 
experience for it, Mr. Wilson, late editor of the Indian Dauly News. : ; 

29, The same paper says that the Municipal authorities of Navadvip 

having assessed to municipal rates all Vaishnavs 
Assessment of jon Navadvip who keep maths as if they were hotel-keepers, the 
Or mohants took the opinion of the Advocate-General 
and submitted a petition to the Lieutenant-Governor praying for exemption. 
The Lieutenant-Governor has, however, refused to interfere, as the assessment 
has been made in the interest of sanitation. But this is surely an incorrect 
view of the matter. ‘I'he writer fails to see how the public health of N avadvip 
would have suffered if the Vaishnav assessees had been exempted. 

30. The Sanjivant of the 27th May regrets that the claim of Mr. Wilson, 
late Editor and Proprietor of the Indian Datly News, 
to the Municipal Secretaryship has been overlooked 
by the Commissioners in favour of a man like Mr. Macdonald, who possesses no 
municipal experience whatever. It was urged against Mr. Wilson that he 1s too 
old for the post; but it should have been considered that Mr. Wilson would not 
certainly have applied for the post if he had felt himself incapacitated by age 
for duties like those attaching to the Secretaryship. It is said that the fact of 
Mr. MacDonald’s “being the son-in-law of Mr. Belchambers of the High Court 
secured for him the support of those Commissioners who are legal practitioners, 
and that Mr. Ritchie, the Chairman, was himself influenced in this way. It 
now remains to see how Mr. Macdonald works in his new office. 

81. The Bangavast of the 27th May cannot understand why the post 

of seroyeny | to the Calcutta Corporation was 

fe x Racor conens vi appointment given to a European when there were competent 

and experienced native officers in the Municipal 

Office itself who deserved promotion. And did not the very men who have now 

appointed Mr. Macdonald to the Municipal Secretaryship protest against 

Mr. Ormond’s appointment to the Second Judgeship of the Calcutta Small Cause 

Court ? How are the actions of these men in the two cases to be reconciled ? 
Strange, indeed, are the ways of Babudom! 

32. The Dacca Prakash of the 28th May says that through the negligence 
of Mr. Jenkins, Magistrate of Dacca, a new District 
Board has not yet been formed. The elections for 
the Board commenced nearly a year ago, but the names of many of those who 
were elected members six months ago have not yet been published in the 
Calcutta Gazette. ‘The members of the existing Board have exceeded by six 
months their statutory term of office. 


The Municipal Secretaryship. 


The Dacca District Board, 


( f)— Questions affecting the land. 


33. The Sudhakar of the 26th May says that whenever the ancient 
rulers of India committed oppression upon their 
subjects, they committed it openly and directly 
and not in the name of law, or under the plea of 
protecting their helpless subjects, as is the custom with highhanded district 
officers under the British rule. Such officers are, indeed, the disgrace of the 
British rule. The following is an instance of such oppression by a district 
officer. Rani Kharijunnessa Bibi Saheba, as being the widow of the late Raja 
Enayet Hosain, of Khagra, in the Kishanganj Sub-Division of the Purnea district 
and the mother of the late Nawab Ata Hosain, is the owner of a large share in 
the Khagra estate, which she has ever since her husband’s death manaced 
personally, with the help of a male relative named Miyah Ashraf Ali. But after 
the Nawab Ata Hosain’s death, Mr. Faulder, Magistrate of Purnea, instigated 
by a widow of the Nawab, wanted to bring the whole estate under the cae ° 
ment of the Court of Wards. This was resisted by the Rani Prsscnane 
Sen ennaing the pressure put upon her by the Magistrate. An attempt is 
aerefien now being made to prove her incompetence for the management of 

e estate, and in this way to take the estate out of her hands. Considering 


that the Rani is neither very old nor insane, and that she has ever since her 


Oppression of a lady zamindar 
by the Magistrate of Purnea. 
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husband’s death managed the estate personally, the conduct of the English 
officials toward her cannot be characterised otherwise than as being extremely 
disgraceful, Already one Mr. Tweedie, who has been appointed manager of 
the estate, has taken possession of the entire property, and relieved Miyah 
Ashraf Ali of all his duties. He has also prohibited the Rani from using or 
visiting certain parts of her house, and has stationed a police force in the house 
for preserving peace. And it is added that, not content with this, Mr. Tweedie 
has compelled Miyah Ashraf Ali to execute a bond binding himself never to 
interfere in the management of the estate. 
It is hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor and Mr. Stevens, the Senior 
Momber of the Board of Revenue, will come to the help of the distressed lady. 
34. The Sangivani of the 27th May gives the case of the Rani Kharij- 
-- unnessa, of Khagra in the Kishanganj Sub-Division 
‘ er — lady zamin- of the Purnea district, and says that already one 
ee Mr. Tweedie, formerly manager of the Dhanwa 
estate in Pachamba, Chota Nagpur, has been appointed by Mr. Faulder to be 
the manager of the whole estate, including the Rani’s share. This officer hag 
taken possession, not 7 of the estate, but also of all moveable property 
belonging to the Rani, and has confined her in a certain portion of her house, 
utting a police guard inorder to prevent her coming to other parts of the build- 
ing. The old manager, Ashraf Ali Miyah, has been called upon to execute a bond 
binding himself not to interfere in the Rani’s affairs. ‘The old amla have been 
all brought under Mr. Tweedie, who has taken up his quarters and located his 
office in the very house in which the Rani is dwelling. Ii Mr. Faulder was 
determined to appoint a new manager to the estate, would it not have done to 
appoint a Muhammadan Deputy Magistrate to the post? It is hoped that the 
Licutenant-Governor and the Board of Revenue will lose no time in making an 
enquiry into the matter. 
39. The Bangavasi of the 27th May says that according to some papers 
- at wat great oppression is being committed by Mr. Faulder 
of Pures SSC upon the lady zamindar Rani Kharijunnessa of 
Khagra, in the Purnea district. The writer hopes 
that the Lieutenant-Governor will enquire into the matter and redress any 
wrong that may have been committed upon the Rani. 


(h)—General. 


36. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 23rd May has the following :— 
Tee en ee The Secretary of State has recently stated 
sglatiice Gapsiieas bata. in Parliament that financial considerations stand 
in the way of the separation of the judicial and 
executivo functions in India. Now, supposing that, in the first place, the 
separation of the two functions will lead to increased expenditure, no dutiful 
Government ought to grudge the increase in the interests of its subjects. It 1s 
certainly not sound statesmanship to retain, on financial considerations, @ 
system which makes the Magistrates all-powerful in their respective districts 
and thereby enables them to oppress the people freely. 

In the second place, it is not easy to see why the separation of the two 
functions will lead to any increase of expenditure. There are many Joint- 
Magistrates and Deputy Magistrates in the head-quarters of every district, and 
more than one Deputy Magistrate in many sub-divisional head-quarters. This 
being the case, the separation of the two functions in the district head-quarters 
may be effected by detailing one set of men for executive and another set 
for judicial work. In sub-divisions possessing only one Deputy Magistrate 
each, the separation may be effected by sending thither from the district 
head-quarters an additional set of officers, in order that every sub-division may 
have two Deputy Magistrates—one for executive and another for judicial work. 
The officers doing executive work will be, as now, under the Magistrate, while 
those who will do judicial work will be placed under the District Judge. In 
this way the separation may be effected without incurring additional exper 
diture. If, then, increased expenditure be not simply a pretext for the 
perpetuation of the present systein, it is certainly the duty of the Secretary of 


State to give effect to the proposed reform, and by that means to save the people 
from the evils of the present system. | 
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37. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 25th May says that it 19 Dam-o-Samacnar 


some time that the Fire-Brigade Bill has been passed 
Native ba official papers tothe s1+4 law, but it is only two days that Govern- 
es ment has favoured the Editor with copies of the 
papers connected with the Bill as well as a draft of the Bill itself. The prompti- 
ole with which official papers are supplied to the Native Press is certainly 
creditable to the officers of Government. But irregularity of this kind happens 
only when the Native Press is concerned. One is reminded by this of Mitra 
Mahasaya’s distribution of the sacrificial goats—the bodies of the animals 
sacrificed to the goddess on the first day of the Puja having been sent 
to those entitled to receive them after the last day. Who will pay the expense 
of removal ? ae ba 

88. The Hitavadi of the 25th May says that Darjeeling quinine being 
now available at railway stations and village post- 
offices, its use has greatly increased, and people 
have been to some extent benefited by this arrangement. But as quinine 
not taken with care is apt to injure the constitution, and as the ignorant 
and uneducated are sure to use it in injuriously large quantities, Government 
is asked to require post-masters to give directions for its use to the buyers. 

39. The Samay of the 26th May has the following :— 

i The Lieutenant-Governor contemplates trans- 

ee ferring Mr. Phillips to the judicial service, in 
which, as His Honour thinks, Mr. Phillips will do better than he has done in 
the executive line. But the writer cannot approve of this resolution of the 
Lieutenant-Governor. A man who has given proof of extreme wilfulness 
by trampling law and regulation under foot, and of extreme recklessness 
by insulting respectable people with the sole object of maintaining his own 
zid, cannot be expected to make a good judicial officer or to administer justice 
well and properly. Indeed, the writer has grave doubts whether the reputation 
of the judicial service will be enhanced or maintained by the man who has 
never in his own actions shown a respect for the law, and whose conduct 
throughout life has been marked by rank recklessness. If His Honour, on 
the eve of his departure from the — transfers Mr. Phillips to the judicial 
service in disregard of public opinion, he will only prove his indifference to 
the interests of the people. 

40. The Banganivdsi of the 26th May complains that the Sub-Registrar 
of Balaganj, in the Sylhet district, does no work 
beyond signing his name, and leaves the whole office 
work to his clerks. People having business to 
transact in his office are therefore left wholly to the tender mercies and 
caprices of these clerks. 

41. The Sanjivant of the 27th May says that according to the Indian 
Daily News, which is now conducted by high 
officials in the Bengal Secretariat, and the news 
: me published in which cannot therefore be discounted 
as idle gossip, Mr. Phillips, formerly Magistrate of Mymensingh and now Magis- 
trate of Monghyr, has been requested by the Lieutenant-Governor to go over to 
the judicial line. The Lieutenant-Governor has done this probably in the belief 
that Mr. Phillips will be able to make himself more useful in the judicial than 
he has been in the executive line. The writer, however, is not aware of an 
special aptitude in Mr. Phillips for the judicial line. His conduct in the 
_Tahirpur case, in the Natore case and in the late Mymensingh case, rather marks 
him as a man who, utterly lacking that coolness of the head which is so 
essential a requisite in a Judge, is perfectly unfit for judicial work. And how 
will Mr. Phillips, as a District Judge, work under those very Judges of the 
High Court whom he so often reviles? The writer is not without fear that 
even in the judicial line Mr. Phillips will often cause failure of justice by his 
righhandedness. It is something, however, that as a Judge he will have 

‘Ww opportunities of using any of those large powers which he now abuses. 

#2. The same paper says that though the Official Secrets Act makes the 
publication of official secrets by any person a 
punishable offence, yet asa matter of fact Anglo- 
Indian papers like the Pioneer, the Englishman and. 


Sale of quinine by Government. 


The Sub-Registrar of Balaganj, 
in the Sylhet district. 
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the Indian Daily News, are never punished for such an offence. The Anglo. 
Indian papers not only publish official secrets, but receive such secrets directly 
from high officials in the Government service. Ve different, however, is the 
treatment which is received in this respect by the papers which are conducted 
by native gentlemen. The writer refers to the warning given to the Editor of 
the Indian Mirror by Mr. Cotton in respect of a certain letter published in that 
journal on the 17th June 1892, and says that the Editor of the Indian Mirror, 
instead of being frightened by the Government’s threat, returned a very 
suitable reply, and nothing has been heard of in the matter ever since. The 
Official Secrets Act came into operation two years ago, but no case has occurred 
under it during this time. And itis to be asked, whether the Lieutenant-Governor 
acted actually under legal advice in accusing the Editor of the Indian Mirror 
of an infringement of the Act by the publication of the letter in question, or 
was led into this course simply by the advice of his Secretaries. But however 
this may be, the impatience evinced by the authorities in this matter is really 
surprising. People will certainly lose all confidence in the Government if it 
prosecutes and threatens to prosecute editors of newspapers for anything and 
everything that they may write. It is clear that the object of Government 
in thus dealing with the native press is to rob that press of its freedom, but in 
seeking to attain this end inthis way it is losing the respect and confidence of its 
subjects. Sir Charles Elliott’s administration is becoming unpopular for more 
reasons than one. 

43. The Sulabh-Dainik of the 27th May has the following :— 

One Sib Nath Bose was sub-postmaster of 
Bansdah, in the district of Khulna. He had been 
for a long time misappropriating the Postal Savings Bank money, and was 
detected when the sum misappropriated amounted to Rs. 4,000. He has been 
sentenced by the Sessions Judge of Jessore to suffer one year’s imprisonment 
and to pay a fine of Rs. 4,000, in default of which he will have to undergo a 
further imprisonment for two years and a half. But why does Government 
leave poorly-paid sub-postmasters in responsible charge of large sums of money ? 
It is certain that the sub-postmaster in question will not be able to pay the fine, 
and Government will therefore have to make good from its own funds what the 
Savings Bank has lost. For the men who deposited the money in the Savings 
Bank will easily obtain decrees in the Civil Court against Government. All this 
is the result of the reduction policy of Sir Charles Elliott. People getting small 
pay easily yield to temptations. Lord Bentinck understood this, and increased 
the salaries of the Company’s servants. 

44. Referring to the proposal of the postal authorities to prohibit the 
defacement of postage stamps on letters by their 
writers, the Bangavasi of the 27th May says that 
such an order should not be made until the post office can give the public the 
guarantee that undefaced stamps will not be stolen. : 


45. Referring to the rumour that Mr. Phillips will be transferred to the 
judicial service, the Dacca Gazette of the 29th May 
asks if the High Court will be able to keep in check 
such a zubberdust officer, or if, considering the quarrel that is going on between 
the Bengal Government and the High Court, the idea of Mr. Phillips’ transfer 
may not be the result of an intention on the part of the Bengal Government 
to put a creature of its own under the High Court, who has the knack of insult- 
ing the Judges at every step. 

It is said that Mr. Phillips’ transfer is to take place at the special desire of. 
the Licutenant-Governor. May it then be that the transfer is due to Govern- 
ment’s inability to keep in check this very high-handed officer ? 


To whatever department Mr. Phillips is transferred, he will not keep quiet 
anywhere. It would be best therefore to send him away on full pension. 


46. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 31st May says that it more 
than once protested against the proposal of the 
Benares Municipality to impose a tax on pilgrims 
for the purpose of meeting the cost of water-supply in that town. But such & 
tax, it is rumoured, has now been actually imposed, This tax will lead to much 
oppression and wound Hindu religious feeling, 


A postmaster in trouble. 


The postage stamp question. 


Mr, Phillips. 


A pilgrim tax in Benares., 
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47. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 25th May is of opinion that Damar-o-Samacnar 
: : : CHANDRIKA, 
Representation of the landed #2 selecting a member for the Bengal Council from yy stn, 1893, 
interest in the Bengal Council. among the zamindars, Government will do well to 
choose either a zamindar member of the British 
Indian Association or one nominated by that body. The British Indian Asso- 
ciation is the recognised organ of the zamindar community. There are no 
doubt other Associations representing the landed interest, but the British Indian 
Association takes the the first place among them all. It has for its members 
all the leading zamindars of the country. It is not, it is also necessary to note, 
in antagonism with similar institutions, such as the Landholders’ Associations 
of Bibar and East Bengal and the Zamindari Panchayet. But unlike these 
latter Associations, the British Indian Association does not deal with the zamin- 
dari interest alone; it includes within the sphere of its operations all the varied 
interests of the country asa whole It has always taken the most prominent 
part in all public matters. It has boldly stood against all unjust measures of 
Government, and no Act has ever been passed by Government about which it 
has not been consulted. There are among the members of the British Indian 
Association a few who are not zamindars, but that does not signify much. The 
object of the Association is at the present moment exactly what it was before, 
namely, keeping watch over the interest of the zamindars of the country. 


The Bengal Chamber of Commerce is regarded as the organ of the English 
merchants in this country. But many mercantile associations have been seen 
not to agree with the Chamber on the exchange question. Nor are all the 
merchants of Bengal and Bihar members of the Chamber. Still the privilege 
of nominating a member of the Bengal Council is conferred on this body. Why 
should not then the same privilege be given to the British Indian Association ? 


Government will surely do wrong if it empowers other Landholders’ Asso- 
ciations to nominate a member for the Bengal Council. If Government is not 
inclined to favour the British Indian Association with the privilege, it can at 
least take a member from it this time, allowing the Bihar and East Bengal 
Associations to exercise the privilege on future occasions. 


48, The Pratikar of the 26th May thus writes about the result of the PRATIEAR 
recent elections for the Bengal Council :— May 26th, 1893. 
Of the seven members who have been elected for 
the Council, no one can be regarded as a representative of the Hindu community. 
All of them are England-returned and trained in English ways. They are no 
doubt very respectable men, well qualified to take seats in the Council, but they 
lack that knowledge of the country, without which there can be no real 
representation of Hindu society in the Council. And, considering the manner 
in which these gentleman have at times acted, it is feared that the reconstituted 
Council will often act in opposition to the views and wishes of the Hindu 
community. If Government had been known not to possess any desire or 
inclination to interfere with social customs, there would have been no ground 
for apprehension on this score. But Government has that inclination, and there 
is therefore cause for fear. Government cannot be expected to take Hindu 
members in the Council by nomination. The Hindu community will therefore 
remain unrepresented. T’he Mussalmans are fortunate in this respect. They 
have got two devout coreligionists as their representatives. And, as Govern- 
ment is always slow in interfering with Muhammadan society, their case is now 
very much more strengthened by their having two faithful members to defend 
the manners and customs. Mr. W. C. Bonnerji is a man of cool temper, and 
he may not be too anxious or willing to introduce serious changes. But the 
rashness and spirit of oppression which Babu Surendra Nath has shown at times 
make the public very apprehensive on his score. His advice to Government 
last year regarding the drainage and water-supply of the country was simp! 
ruinous to the people. Mr. Lall Mohan Ghosh once aspired to enter the British 
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Parliament, and so it is a matter of doubt whether he will quite like his place 
in the Bengal Council: moreover, he has little or no mufassal experience. He 


may have many good qualities, but he has done nothing in this country which 
can inspire confidence regarding him in the popular mind. 
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BANGANIVASI, 
May 26th, 1893. 


SAMAY. 
May 26th, 1893. 


Dacca PRAKASH, 


May 28th, 1805. 


Pacca GAZETTE. 
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49. The Banganivasi of the 26th May writes as follows:— 
A certain newspaper says that the Hindy 
The elections for the Bengal community does not recognise England-returned 
Council. Ghose, Bonnerji, or Chaudhuri as its representative. 
But did not thousands of persons belonging to the Hindu community evingg 
a desire to elect them as their representatives, and are not many Hindys 
rejoicing at their election? And this is as it should be. ‘The Hindu community 
may refuse to recognise England-returned gentlemen as its representatives in an 
question connected with religion or religious observances or the shastras, But 
in political matters not only i ee native gentlemen, but even 
Christians, Mussulmans and Englishmen, if they are only sufficiently qualified, 
may be appointed to represent the Hindu community. Every right-minded 
man will see the unreasonableness of the view that the Hindu community 
should not regard as its true political representatives men who do not conform 
in every particular to Hindu manners and customs. No one will certainly ask 
the Hindu community to accept such men as their representatives in social, 
religious or domestic matters; and representation inthe Legislative Council 
is not social or domestic representation. 


The people who are objecting to the election of Messrs. Ghose, Bonnerji and 
Chaudhuri from the standpoint of the Hindu community are not true orthodox 
Hindus; they have only put on the garb of Hinduism, and there is not in them 
the toleration, the large-mindedness, and the impartiality of the real Hindu. 
Indeed, none but a false, fraudulent and hyprocritical Hindu can object to 
anything and everything in the name of Hinduism. The Hindu’s all-embracing 
morality, liberality, and universal religiousness the world may take for its ideal. 
And it will not certainly be in a few hypocrites of these present times to prove 
that Hinduism. which includes within itself and tolerates so many and such con- 
flicting forms of faith and belief as Siva worship and Sakti worship, Charvakism, 
and Vedantism, Theisim and Atheism, to be the narrow contracted thing they 
are trying to make it out. 


50. The Samay of the 26th May has the following:—At the last 
election of members for the Bengal Council, Babu 
Nomination for the Bengal Asutosh Chaudhuri has been returned by the muni- 
Council. “aie Ve SEE ‘ ° . -. ° 
cipalities in the Rajshahi Division in preference 
to his rival Raja Sasisekharesvara Roy of Tahirpur. As Mr. Chaudhuri is a man 
of ability, the writer is not sorry that he has been elected. Still he considers it 
very desirable that a man like the Raja who isa mouth-piece of the Hindu 
community should have a seat in the Council. Babu Guruprasad Sen, of the 
Bankipur bar, is also a very deserving man, and should have been returned. 
It is now the writer’s earnest wish that the Lieutenant-Governor should show 
his good sense, appreciation of merit, and love for the people of Bengal by 
nominating these two Bengali gentlemen to the Council. His Honour has 


sot four scats to dispose of, and can probably give two of them to native 
srontlemen. 


O91. The Dacca Prakash of the 28th May says that Government ought 

: __ tonominate Raja Surjya Kanta Acharyya Chaudhari 

gage wag hal yo =" as the representative of the zamindar class in the 

. Bengal Council. The Raja has, indeed, incurred 

the Licutenant-Governor’s displeasure in the Mymensingh case, but by nominat- 

ing him to the Council, His Honour will only show liberality worthy of the 

British race. There are among big zamindars few so able and experienced 

as the Raja, and by nominating him Government will free itself from the charge 
of appointing puppets to its Councils. 

62. The Dacca Gazette of the 29th May hopes that, considering the 
importance of the zamindar community, the 
Lieutenant-Governor will select one of the four 
members whom he will nominate from among the 
ziumindar community itself, and says that this time the selection ought to be 
made from among the mufassal zamindars, as the Calcutta zamindars have beet 
several times represented in the Bengal Council. The East Bengal Zamindars 
Association should be asked to make a selection. ° 


Representation of the zamindari 
interest in the Bengal Council. 


( 447 ) 


53. The Som Prakash of the 29th May says that, as the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce has obtained the privilege of electing 
_ The British Indian Association 9 member for the Bengal Council, it is but just 
Quareweheee that the same privilege should be conferred on the 
British Indian Association. And the writer will be glad to see Rai Rajkumar 
Sarvadhikari returned by that Association. en 
54. According to a correspondent of the same paper, the municipalities 
in the Presidency Division ought to elect Babu 
Babu Surendra Nath PalVhau- Gyyendra Nath Pal Chaudhuri for the Bengal 
ace eamecana ence Council in preference to his rivals, who are England 
returned men. It is very desirable that there should be in the Council a man 
who is a true Hindu and is thoroughly acquainted with the condition of the 
eople in the mufassal. Babu Surendra Nath Pal Chaudhuri satisfies these con- 
ditions, and the municipalities will not be justified in giving their votes to any 
body else. 
"55. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 31st May while approving 
generally of the Indian Association’s memorial to 
The Indian Association on the the Secretary of State against the Inland Emigra- 
ieee armenian tion Act, takes exception to one statement con- 
tained in it, viz., that no special legislation is now needed to regulate the 
importation of coolie labour in Assam. In the opinion of the Association all 
transactions between coolie and planter may be left to be dealt with by the 
ordinary law of contract. But besides the Inland Emigration Act, Act XIII of 
1859 is also in force in the tea-districts of Assam, and the Association’s proposal 
regarding the abolition of all special legislation on the subject can be enter- 
tained only when this special Act of 1859 has been abolished. Moreover, in 
the opinion of the writer, the time has not come for dispensing with special 
legislation on the subject. The state of communications between Assam and the 
recruiting districts and provinces is not yet such as to make it possible for 
cooliesto journey back to their homes without incurring much cost and. hardship 
and inconvenience on the way. 

Away from their homes and living in the midst of strangers, without 
friends and relations to help them, the coolies must necessarily be more or less 
liable to oppression at the hands of the planters, who will as a body always 
remain powerful. The necessity of special legislation for the protection of the 
weak against the strong cannot therefore be dispensed with in this case, 
Again, as the planters have to spend much money on account of the coolies, the 
law should also provide some convenience for them. And the chief defect of 
the present law is that it has safeguarded the interests of the planters to such an 
extent as to have increased the inconvenience of the coolies. This defect ought 
to be removed. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


56. The Bangavasi of the 27th May says that cholera is making a havoc 
wea sop, among the people of Uri-unda, in the Mymensingh 
lsrict. SS titst‘“<s~=SSS;«C*t*éittviicct, famaisheed as they allready are for want of 
food. From forty to fifty persons are dying of tne 

(lisease every day, and most of the dead bodies are left unburnt or half-burnt. 
57. ‘The same paper says that Government has published a report on the 
prospects of the rabi crops, consisting of eighty-five 
pages of closely printed matter, in the hope that the 
public will be reassured by the information. But, strange to say, Mr. Mac- 
pherson, the Officiating Director of Land Records and Agriculture, cannot vouch 
for the accuracy of many of the figures given in the report. What good, then, 
will its publication do? The publication of such a report is certainly nothing 

but waste of paper and ink. 


The rabi crop report. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


58, A correspondent s the Charuvarta of the 22nd May writing from 

i | : usang Durgapur, in the Mymensingh district, says 
anette i= the Mymepsingh sas cholera has broken out violently in the villages 
Khalisapara, Jagirpara, Balichanda, Gangerkanda, 


SuM PRAKASH, 
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SOM PRAKASH. 


DAINIK-0O-SAMACHAR 
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May 31st, 1893, 
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May. 31st, 1893, 


BKANGAVASI. 


CHARUVARTA, 
May 22nd, 1893, 
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EDUCATION GAZRTTE, 
May 26th, 1893. 
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Tatayar, Karnapur, and Harulia, and a large number of people have already 
succumbed to the disease. 


59. The Hitavadi of the 25th May has the following:~ 
ae According to Mr, Odling, the cultivation of paddy 
Mr. Odling’s malaria theory. = i, the cause of malaria in Bengal. Paddy fields 
remain submerged for several months in the year, and the animal and vegetable 
matters decomposing in them during that time generate malaria. Now, paddy 
has been cultivated in Bengal for thousands of years, and if its cultivation had 
been a cause of malaria, one would have heard of its prevelance in the country 
in the past, and Hindu medical books would have contained references to it. 
‘he testimony of old men is also unfavourable to Mr. Odling’s theory. For 
they say that the Bengal agriculturists in the past were a remarkably healthy 
race, which would not have been the case, if paddy-fields had been the cause 
of malaria. 


Obstruction to drainage, due to natural and artificial causes, seems to be 
the cause of malaria. ‘lhe rivers, beels, &c., which formerly used to carry 
off the sub-soil water of the country, have now silted up, and sub-soil water 
being therefore detained breeds poisonous gases, ‘T’he same effect has also 
been produced by the obstruction to drainage caused by railways, embankments, 
&e. It is not proper to attribute malaria to the excavation of khals, for, 
by helping to carry off the sub-soil drainage, khals do much to check malaria 
instead of generating it. 


60. The same paper has the following :— 

The administration of Sir Charles Elliott is 
about to end. It has not at all been popular. 
Sir Charles is not abad man, but he has not got 
sufficient ability to govern so large a country as Bengal. And he should not be 
blamed for that. Sir Charles does not possess that clear head and feeling heart 
which alone can make a man a wise statesinan and a good ruler. He has the 
abilities of a clerk or a superintendent, that 1s to say, he can work hard and 
keep strict watch over small things. But in the ruler of a country largeness of 
mind is more necessary than either industry or knowledge of details. And 
it is for this reason that, in spite of his labours, Sir Charles has failed to govern 
the country well. 


61. The Education Gazette of the 26th May has the following in regard 
to Sir A. P. MacDonnell :— 

Having resided in Bengal for a long time and 
in contact with Bengalis, Sir A. P. MacDonnell has come to look upon Bengal as 
his native land and to love her people dearly. And his love for them did not 
diminish even during his tenure of the office of Chief Commissioner of the 
Central Provinces. While in that office he employed many Bengalis in posts 
under him, and thereby gave proofs of his deep love and regard for them and 
their country. Many Bengalis have for a long time cherished the desire to see 
him appointed to the Lieutenant-Governorship of Bengal. He himself, too, left 
Bengal with a desire to return to it in the course of his service. At the time of 
his departure for the Central Provinces, a certain Bengali officer said to him— 
“Saheb, you are leaving us for the Central Provinces, we wish to see you -return 
to Bengal shortly as its Lieuteuant-Governor,” and Mr. MacDonnell replied— 
“T hope to do so.” Lately the members of the Nagpur Municipality and the 
District Council presented him with an address in which his administration was 
highly eulogised. In reply, Sir Antony expressed himself to the following 
effect :—‘ What can be agreater reward to a ruler than the consciousness that his 
administration has conduced to the happiness and prosperity of the peo le 
confided to his care. And if the people of the Central Provinces have re 7 
enjoyed happiness and prosperity under my rule, it is not a matter of small 
sauistaction to me. It gives me very great pleasure to appoint the natives 0 
this country to high offices under Government. It is my conviction that the 
larger number of such appointments, the better will it be for both England and 
India.’ It is clear from words like these that the condition of Bengal w 
ereatly improve under Sir Antony's rule. 


Sir Charles Elliott as Lieuten- 
ant-Grovernor of Bengal. 


Sir A. P. MacDonnell. 
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62. The Sanjivant of the 27th May considers it a matter of no small 
: regret that Sir Charles Elliott’s subjects should feel 
Sir Charles Elliott's departure yo sorrow for his departure from their country. 
for Bogen His Honour’s rule has caused the most widespread 
anarcby in the land and discontent among his subjects. It is true His Honour 
succeeded in facilitating to some extent the dispensation of justice, but this 
one good act has been thrown into the shade by his numberless misdeeds. 
The people of Bengal feel no less sorry than His Honour himself that they 
cannot shed tears of sorrow on the occasion of his departure. It is not the 
fault of his people that Sir Charles has failed to win their love and respect. 
But will His Honour treat his subjects with affection after his return? If he 
does so, his subjects will forget his past faults. But if he does not mean to do 
so, it would be best for him not to return. His locum tenens, Sir A, P. MacDonnell, 
was in Bengal for a long time, and Bengalis have always held him in high 
respect. He has also won the highest reputation in the Central Provinces. 
It is Sir Antony who said the other day that the glory of the Sovereign lies 
in the happiness and contentment of his subjects. here is every reason to 
hope therefore that Bengalis will enjoy peace under him. For the present 
his tenure of office may be a short one, but there is no doubt that he will 
succeed Sir Charles Elliott in the musnud of Bengal. And when he comes to 
the throne of Bengal, all he will have to do to secure the love and respect of 
his subjects is the encouragement of high as well as mass education, and the 
lending of every possible encouragement to agriculture and the industrial arts. 

63. The Sulabh Dainik of the 31st May has the following:—Some are 

one i‘ saying that Sir Charles Elliott will not return to 

Pc Ae So of ‘Sit India. But the public difference in the matter 

of getting up demonstrations in His Honour is 

really striking. No meeting has been held to present Sir Charles with a 

farewell address, nor has any one expressed sorrow for his untimely retire- 
ment. 

To win a good name has not fallen to Sir Charles’ lot. As Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal. His Honour has failed to inspire in the minds of the 
people a love for their ruler. He has, on the other hand, thoroughly disgusted 
them by his many changes and innovations. Bengalis will never forget the 
Chaukidari Bill, the Jury Notification and other acts of the kind done by His 
Honour. Persistent efforts have been made during his administration to take 
away the liberty of the native press. 

Sir Charles came here from Assam and without any experience of Bengal. 
His predecessors often allowed themselves to be wailed by their Secretaries, 
and in that way committed many mistakes. Sir Charles went to the 
other extreme. He never stooped to take advice from his Secretaries. And so 
many of his administrative errors have been owing to his ignorance of the 
country and his unwillingness to learn from his Secretaries. But everybody 
must admit that he never wilfully made a mistake. He is a man of good motives 
and intentions, but evil has come out of those good motives and intentions 
on account of his not knowing the country. The native press has often 
incurred his serious displeasure by censuring him for his ignorance of the 
country. And he has often intentionally rejected advice given to him by that 
press, and thus spent nearly the whole of his administration in fighting against 
public opinion. 

However, it is possible that Sir Charles may now repent of his past actions, 
and it is hoped that he will on his return spend the last days of his rule in 
doing good to the country, so that the people may gratefully remember him as 
one of their best Governors. May God give him long life and sound health! 

64. The Sulabh Dainik of the Ist June has the following regarding 

Sir Antony MacDonnell. Sir Antony MacDonnell eas 

Sir Antony is known for many good acts. 
IIe has acquired great administrative abilit during the two years he held the 
ofice of Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces. And as he has warm 
‘sympathy with the people of India, it is hoped that under him heated Bengal 
will cool down again, and freed once more from oppression the people of Bengal 
will live in peace and happiness. Bengal should consider herself fortunate that 
Sir Antony has become her ruler. In his reply to the farewell address presented 


SANJIVANI, 
May 27th, 1893. 


SULABH DAINIK, 
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SULABH DalINIkK, 
June lst, 1893. 


+ 


ae 
so $5 


: ee ew 
2 : $ 
SEE 
: - - ; : 
— *~ ota ge va’ : : 2 4) ‘ < “a s — - " . ~~ " the ~ . . 4 . ‘ : 4 
. Ce ee a i ridin mimedyrtncsi ea cient eae . PR Re RO ges ee — a , : ~ aden aes iaetal : Tn aeettp ob RS aa iw ye Ss . 
ocin’. Mietae weeryT ote %. = ln cee. Ba eda “> eo ogee AB ae ~ . z aed . bs yo, 2 . * ~<y one 
; aes >> 5 : — ; : rte Tet ; ; , 2 ear. ~* 2 > Se 2 * 
- S BS aor > ~>. “aa er Py bs rt ne a a i y < e tT. ts bef Le x “J SF a % =» .: ry * — 4 + : . we ae 4 * ae = a >t 
a a 2 > ae a : ‘ 
3 . 
on ‘ x sietiemastie = fees . v : “vi os : 1 . * at a 4 ee tg sgh. iy 4 a may. yey 
< ee OO eee os > ey ee SEES — . oe See : ~ > es, 4 > : : 4 : —- 7 ‘ a 
4 on . 4 ". 2 is oN 7% - ~ . ‘ ‘ 
we sert oe I Pe Re a ne eh ee TS - oi pre RA Saal 
“ - * . net . et - 


coset 
- 
2 Sue 


as 


rw 
A. ie 
snide 


en wee” eee 23% 
o* oY eve a » 
SS rs my 
e ee i 2 Seige ¥ he 
has gore «I x 
7% ; 


’ oe © eh es ati 08 n 9s ee he Net os cod 
; . as en a, > ogre x IEA Ld gee 6) ~ Se ee a “ CS PE a SP 
Saat bg ce en i oR ee TIA BS I, ag ie 3 Re a ee ee en ee ene iy oe ae 
ta SP EET a ae vated Bes Z Serdeis Sap a , a: ae 4” fh Me G*, - 7 * oe ne i > ee dts ee oe 
OE CIE Se ; 1 Ue ie? Men BPR ye id ot eas eS on 2 Oe tha eps b : : 4 
ea ee Le. Me aRted Pi pee a Me a : BP rg Oa oak ps te tints Say ean: ee gh ee ee . eae a + te 
a ae ee .. Wee gi SS CR Bo a eh We LIE a) Mae i OO ae ee PS EBS AS A See oA 
. ee ~ 7 J a ™ on ts = ° " 


oe ne a me 
til Poe bing yy: bie Sie a 
Sale as we Pak. B® 
aha eA 
5 ae = 


at 
hemes yl ts 
See 


ne ee 


-. ae ee “ 
~ Re Foose 
pCa fae: a Oe LD 


4 ¢ ies i PP 
HEAT a 


( 450 ) 


to him by the Nagpur Municipality, His Honour expressed himself ag fy). 
lows:—‘ The highest reward of a ruler is derived from the contentment and 
happiness of those over whom he rules; and it is a source of no small satis. 
faction to me to receive the assurance that the course of my administration has 


nded to promote the contentment and happiness of its people.” And these 
pe words Rs of a good ruler. Sir Charles Elliott has left the people of 
ae this country sorely exasperated by his never new everyday fads, and 80a good 
Ge ruler has become indispensable to them, and fortunately such a ruler has beep 
in found in Sir Antony MacDonnell. Sir Antony will have to address himself to 
ie the task of rectifying the mistakes committed by Sir Charles, for it will not 
ae otherwise be easy for him to make the people under him happy and contented. 
a Though he will remain Lieutenant-Governor only for six months, he can, if 
an so minded, do great things within that time. That the Indians are 
| §. devotedly attached to Lord Ripon is only because His Lordship used to consult 
an i their views on public questions. - And it is hoped that Sir Antony will do the 
f- same thing. A foreign ruler, however able and experienced he may be, can 
ae never do his duty by his subjects without acquainting himself with their hopes 
| ee and aspirations. ‘lhe opinions of experienced native gentlemen on public 
7 questions can now be easily had; whilst the work of acquainting Government 
1 By with the wants and wishes of the people forms the ordinary routine duty of 
a i the native press. Sir Antony will have to pay heed to the writings in that 


ress and to try to act accordingly as far as possible. He will have to conduct 
biseslt with great care and caution, and to make a wholesale revision of the 
several departments of the administration upon a radical alteration of the cbjec- 


ial Pe ope RR Pian Foe et Sa 
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«Bae tionable policy now obtaining in them. The writer then prays to God to give 
yh the new Lieutenant-Governor power to overcome every obstacle that may stand 
Bae in the way of his inaugurating a system of good government in Bengal, so that 
mG when the term of his office comes to an end the people of Bengal may bid him 
Ba farewell with as much sorrow as the people of the Central Provinces, and the 
e; 3 4 * e 2 
ae name MacDonnell may be written in the annals of Bengal in characters of 
, a bt, ae 
bia CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
a Bengalt Translator. ' 

ie BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 

iii The 3rd June 1898. 
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